
 

 

COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF JULY 15, 2014 

 

 

The Work Session of July 15, 2014 was called to order at 3:08 p.m. and the open public 

notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance were 

Commissioner Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford, the 

Administrator, the Borough Solicitor and the Borough Clerk. 

 

The Administrator opened the meeting to public comments.  There were no comments 

made.  Commissioner Kasko announced that there was one resident who told him they 

would be coming, but they are running late.  It was agreed to let them speak when they 

arrived. 

 

The backhoe bid results were reviewed.  The Borough Administrator recommended that 

an award resolution be done naming Trico and reject the lower bidder because they 

cannot be consider the lowest responsive bidder due to defects in their bid.  She noted 

that the lower bidder is already aware of the issues.  Commissioner Moscatelli asked if a 

portion of this cost would come out of the Water & Sewer Utility budget.  The Administrator 

replied affirmatively, but noted that it would not be a full half of the cost.  The 

Commissioners agreed to this award. 

 

The Commissioners then reviewed the second round of bids that have come in for 

pothole repairs.  The Administrator noted that the list for this bid was smaller than the first 

list that went out because some of the potholes have already been fixed by Public Works.  

The Commissioners agreed to award this project to the low bidder. 

The tree removal bids were then reviewed.  The Administrator stated that she is 

recommending the bids be rejected for being over budget.  Additionally, we can hold 

off for a short time frame before going back out to bid.  The Commissioners agreed to 

reject these bids at this time and hold off until later in the year to go out to bid again. 

 

The responses to the Request for Proposal (RFP) for Auditor Services were reviewed.  After 

discussions about the two lowest bids the Commissioner agreed that additional 

discussions need to be held.  The Administrator will reach out to Bowman & Company to 

get answers to questions raised by Commissioner Kasko and report back.  It was agreed 

that this resolution would not be on the July 15th agenda. 

 

Janet Hallahan, Hopkins Lane, joined the meeting at 4:10 p.m. for public comment.  Ms. 

Hallahan spoke about issues with Bancroft putting in parking lots, as well as fencing and 

signage throughout the property.  These items should be approved through the Zoning 

Board and Bancroft is not bringing them to the Borough for approval.  Additionally, they 

have cut down trees without permission.  She asked why she have to call to ensure that 

Bancroft follows the Borough’s laws.  Commissioner Rochford stated that he would have 

the Zoning Enforcement Officer look at these issues with this property.  Ms. Hallahan also 

stated that the Construction Office no longer has copies of the variances that were 

approved for Bancroft.  She noted that signs are not allowed in an R2 zone, but they have 

them up all over the place, there is fencing right up to Hopkins Avenue, and their parking 

has been expanded.  She then expressed her concerns about the chain of custody of 

records that are now missing, although, she does have copies of everything for this 



 

 

property.  The Borough Administrator stated that we will find out what is missing and see 

what happened with the files.  Ms. Hallahan left the meeting at 4:42 p.m. 

 

Sherry Gallagher, Clinton Avenue, joined the meeting at 4:42 p.m. and expressed her 

concerns about various zoning issues throughout town.  Commissioner Moscatelli 

suggested moving the agenda item to discuss the possible change in the Zoning of 

Warwick Road up so that it could be discussed with Ms. Gallagher.  The Commissioners 

agreed.  Ms. Gallagher express her concerns about building height limits not being 

properly followed, as well as other zoning issues.  She suggested that specific area be 

zoned to address those issues.  It has been 13 years since the Planning Board looked at 

some of these issues and it is time to do so again.  One of the issues is the number of lots 

that can be created within one sub-division.  She noted that there is a lot of public outcry 

about how the neighborhoods are changing.  Commissioner Rochford noted that in 2001 

there was an outcry about limiting the height of the houses, for which the Commissioners 

at that time were attacked for doing.  Ms. Gallagher identified five separate housed in 

town that exceed the height limits.  She suggested putting together a citizen task force 

to get these various issues to the Planning Board (PB).  The Borough Administrator noted 

that the last time the PB was asked to review something it took them two years to do so.  

After further discussion the Commissioners determined that they needed to talk to the 

Construction Code Official about these issues before moving forward.  Ms. Gallagher left 

the meeting at 5:17 p.m. 

 

The Commissioners reviewed the Audit Corrective Action Plan and agreed to the 

suggested changes made by the Administrator to clear up sentence structure.  The 

Commissioners agreed to this change. 

 

The July 15th meeting agenda was reviewed.  No further changes were made at this time. 

 

A letter from the Ankokas Car Club in response to the Borough’s request that they pay for 

trash collection during their September Car Show was reviewed.  The Commissioners 

agreed to send a reply that this is our policy for all organizations holding events in town. 

 

Commissioner Kasko reviewed the maximum allowed allowance for hotel rooms at the 

November League of Municipalities Convention.  He suggested changing the maximum 

form $150 down to $100 per night.  The Commissioners agreed. 

 

The Borough Administrator advised the Commissioners that there is a need to increase 

the parking ticket fines due to the increased costs of the e-ticketing program, as well as 

the maintenance fees on the parking kiosks.  The Police Department is recommending 

that certain tickets be increased.  This will cover the costs plus at $4,500 revenue based 

on last year’s tickets.  Commissioner Kasko suggested not increasing the overnight 

parking fines.  After some discussion the Commissioners agreed to the following increases: 

 

Expired meters – a $5.00 increase in the fine 

Overnight Parking – a $3.00 increase in the tine 

No Parking tickets – a $5.00 increase in the fine 

 



 

 

A General Event Permit Application for a “Movie Night” in Kings Court was reviewed.  The 

Borough Administrator express concerns about how the money would be collected from 

those in Kings Court.  The Commissioners agreed to allow the event on a trial basis.  It was 

also agreed that movie-goers could bring food, but it could not be sold. 

 

Another General Event Permit for a book reading and sale event in Kings Court was 

reviewed.  After a brief discussion the Commissioners agreed to the event. 

 

The Administrator reviewed a request from the Haddonfield Public Library to have 

something put in the tax bill mailing asking for books to be donated for their Book Sale.  

The Commissioners agreed to not include something with the tax bills, but did agreed to 

have something put in the next Municipal Matters.  Commissioner Kasko stated that he 

would like to have the tax bill insert reviewed earlier the next year so that it could be 

changed if necessary. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli stated that if the Water & Sewer Utility Referendum does not 

pass, he wants to make sure that the Borough is ready to move forward, i.e. having a rate 

increase ordinance done in December so that the higher rates could be collected right 

after the New Year.  Additionally, he would like to increase the rates for surplus for future 

debt service needs.  He will have Remington & Vernick proposal for increasing the work 

load in 2015.  He would also like to have a staffing study done in 2015.  He would like to 

have serious consideration given to creating an MUA Advocate Board to recommend 

the necessary increases back to the Commissioners.  The Borough Solicitor advised that 

such a board would be autonomous and would raise the rates themselves.  

Commissioner Kasko stated that he has seen a presentation from a finance group 

regarding a leasing scenario, rather than an outright sale of the utility.  He asked whether 

or not this was looked into.  It was agreed that it is best to wait until the referendum before 

doing too much more. 

 

The Administrator advised that per her discussions with the Moorestown Mayor, their 

demolition ordinance did not make much of a difference in the number of homes that 

were demolished in their municipality.  It was agreed to put this on the back burner for 

the time being. 

 

Commissioner Kasko announced that there is no rush to approve a Recreation Council 

ordinance at this time, as this group is busy with other things at this time.  He stated that 

he’ll attend their September meeting to review this ordinance and discuss the matter with 

them.  After some discussion Commissioner Kasko stated that this ordinance is just making 

this group official.  We are not changing what they do or how they do it. 

 

The Administrator reviewed a request from the field hockey organization to have their 

group included on the Borough’s insurance coverage.  She pointed out that the Borough 

does not cover any other sports for insurance purposes.  The Commissioners agreed to 

not include them on the Borough’s insurance. 

 

The Commissioners then reviewed a request for a waiver to the ordinance disallowing 

farm animals with the town limits.  A family would like to raise chickens in their back yard 

for egg consumption purposes.  The Commissioners turned the request down. 



 

 

 

The Administrator reviewed a request from the Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC to turn all 

the commemorative benches along the highway so that they face the stores rather than 

the street.  The Commissioners agreed to this request, but stated that PfH is responsible 

for maintaining this positioning.  Commissioner Kasko announced that they will be 

recommending Ann Lawson for a current vacancy on their board.  He noted that they 

did not have a quorum for the June meeting. 

 

The Commissioners reviewed a request to have a plaque placed at 215 Westmont 

Avenue, the former home of a World War II Chaplain credited with the saying “Praise the 

Lord and pass the ammunition”, which later put to orchestra music and became a huge 

success.  The Commissioner agreed to have the plaque placed at this address, as long 

as the Historic Preservation Commission also approved it.  They also agreed that the 

Borough would not be responsible for purchasing the plaque. 

 

The Commissioners then reviewed the possibility of changing various dates and times to 

upcoming Commissioner Meetings and work sessions for various scheduling conflicts.  

They agreed to move the first work session in November to October 29th at 6:00 p.m.  

Additionally, they agreed to have only one meeting each in December and January.  

The December meetings would be a work session on December 8th and a Commissioner 

Meeting on December 16th.  In January the meetings would be as follows:  Work Session 

on January 5th and Commissioner Meeting on January 13, 2015. 

 

The Commissioners then reviewed the current vacancies on the Zoning Board (ZB), but 

did not make any final decisions on the matter. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:35 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk  


